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The Seven Hills School 
Career Pathways 

Friday, April 14, 2017 │ 8:00am – 10:30am 
 

1. The Environment and Energy Experts 
 
An Associate Professor at UC Berkeley, Max Auffhammer is an environmental economist. In addition 
to making important forecasts of Chinese carbon dioxide releases, his research focuses on forecasting 
greenhouse gas emissions and the impacts of air pollution.  He attended the University of 
Massachusetts at Amherst and received a PhD in economics from UC San Diego. 
 
As the Strategy Manager for Sage Renewable Energy Consulting, Sameer Advani has 15 years of 
experience as an engineer, consultant, project manager, and executive in the water resources, 
hazardous waste, recycling, and environmental services industries. Prior to joining Sage, he lived and 
worked in Singapore, where he focused on developing and directing business operations in the 
Southeast Asia region for a local firm in the environmental and waste services industries. Sameer has 
degrees in environmental engineering, as well as an MBA from the University of Chicago. 
 
I should attend this session if I am interested in: the environment, GREEN issues, global issues, science, 
numbers, statistics, math, business, teaching, research, engineering, STEAM 
 

2.  The Architect and Real Estate Expert 
 
The Founder and Owner of Cupples Design Studio, Amy Cupples creates beautifully unique outdoor 
spaces as a landscape architect and planner for private residences, wineries, and new developments. 
She attended UC Berkeley and received her master’s degree in landscape architecture from Harvard 
University. 
 
As President of Skepner Development Corporation, Brad Skepner has more than 20 years of 
commercial real estate development and property management experience.  With his architecture and 
construction background, he also helped with the construction of Hunt Hall at Seven Hills and 
volunteers with Habitat for Humanity.  He attended Cal Poly San Luis Obispo and received a degree in 
architecture from the Southern California Institute of Architecture.  
 
I should attend this session if I am interested in: building things, outdoors, selling things, drawing, 
planning, finance, cities, buildings, being creative, problem solving, volunteering, Habitat for Humanity 
 

3.  The Global Health Expert & Social Worker 
 
As an Infectious Disease Epidemiologist and Global Health Expert with the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Matthew Johns works with countries and international organizations around the 
world to develop the tools for addressing public health threats like influenza, food borne disease, 
HIV/AIDS and Ebola. He attended Northern Illinois University and Emory University. 
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As a Mental Health Clinician and Psychotherapist with Solano County Mental Health Department, 
Cheryl Akoni works with the persistently and severely mentally ill.  Working closely with patients, she 
provides intensive case management, crisis intervention, treatment plans, and individual and group 
psychotherapy.  
 
I should attend this session if I am interested in: helping others, life sciences, math, statistics, history, 
geography, anthropology, medical topics, human anatomy, medical terminology, global issues, local 
issues, current affairs, human services, travel 
 

4. The CEO 
 
As President and CEO of CytoSport, Greg Longstreet manages and directs the development and 
production of food and beverage items, including MuscleMilk. In addition to sales and marketing, he is 
ultimately responsible for growing profits of the company by motivating customers to buy their 
products.  He attended Michigan State University and received an MBA from University of Southern 
California. 
 
I should attend this session if I am interested in: sports, food, selling things, convincing people to do 
things, problem solving, team building, entrepreneurship, business management, finance, public 
speaking 
 

5. The Firefighter and Police Lieutenant 
 
A Firefighter with the Oakland Fire Department, Lucien Cazenave is an engineer for his department 
and is responsible for driving the firetruck.  Using fire science and engineering principles, he works to 
protect people, property, and their environments from the harmful and destructive effects of fire and 
smoke. 
 
A Special Operations Lieutenant with the Concord Police Department, Nick Gartner is the team 
commander for Concord SWAT, including Tactical Dispatch and the Crisis Negotiations Units.  He is 
responsible for the staffing of the Field Operations Division and manages the social media and Public 
Information Officer program which requires working with local media outlets, doing on-camera 
interviews, and handling the distribution of news releases.  He attended Chico State University, has a 
master’s degree from Long Beach State and attended the police academy at Los Medanos College. 
 
I should attend this session if I am interested in: helping others, community service, communications, 
science, public safety, health, being outdoors, citizenship, problem solving, social media 
 

6. The Innovation and Software Development Experts 
 
As the Senior Director of Innovation and Design for Visa, Gordon Baty’s team runs innovation projects 
with Visa clients to help them solve problems and generate new products.  His team works with 
retailers, airlines, hotels, and banks to develop products from concept to prototype to design. He 
attended the University of Sheffield and University College London where he studied human factors 
and human-computer interaction. 
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As the Senior Vice President at Applied Predictive Technologies, Jonathan Marek and his team writes 
and delivers software that uses statistics and math to help large retailers, restaurants, and other 
companies to make decisions about how they spend their money. He runs the global restaurant, 
Western U.S. retail, and technology businesses for APT and oversees their Japan office.  He has degrees 
in both mathematics and philosophy from Stanford University. 
 
I should attend this session if I am interested in: innovation, information technology, international 
business, math, creating new ideas, creativity, problem solving, coding, finance, how people interact, 
food, restaurants, sales, trying new things, taking risks 
 

7. The Engineer 
 
Formerly a Senior Pipeline Engineer with Shell Oil, Alyson Chesser was a mechanical engineer in the oil 
and gas industry working on pipeline operations, integrity, design, and project management. In her role 
at Shell, she used remotely operated underwater vehicles (ROVs) to inspect and perform maintenance 
on pipelines in a variety of different environments. Alyson studied at the University of Strathclyde in 
Scotland and she is currently a stay-at-home mom. 
 
I should attend this session if I am interested in: STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts, math), 
robotics, ROV, problem solving, environment, engineering, international, building things 
 

8. The Business Consultant  
 
The Chief Clients Officer for PwC, Amity Millhiser is responsible for helping clients drive growth and 
innovation for their companies while expanding market opportunities.  Named one of the Top 50 Most 
Powerful Women in Technology in 2015, she has worked with startups, multinational, and private 
equity companies on acquisitions, divestitures, capital market transactions, and IPOs. She is a graduate 
of the University of California at Berkeley and serves on a number of boards focused on youth 
education. 
 
I should attend this session if I am interested in: business, technology, finance, operations, working 
with people, communicating with people, women in leadership, travel, teamwork, education, public 
speaking, debate, negotiating 
 

9. The Moviemaker and Newsmaker 
 
As the Vice President for Finance and Strategy at Pixar Animation Studios, Marc Greenberg works 
behind the scenes in the film business.  Finding a balance between the creative, operational and 
financial needs, Mark is responsible for accounting functions; resource planning for the films; and long-
term strategy.  Mark has an accounting and business degree from the University of Maryland College 
Park. 
 
An Executive Vice President and co-founder at G.F. Bunting+Co., Dave Satterfield is a former journalist 
who spent 27 years at the Miami Herald and San Jose Mercury News working as a reporter and editor. 
In his current role, he handles crisis communications for a range of clients in technology, investment, 
land development, and hospitality industries. He is a graduate of the University of Notre Dame and has 
a master’s in journalism from Northwestern University. 

mailto:jonathanm@aptmail.com
mailto:alysonchesser@icloud.com
mailto:marcscottgreenberg@gmail.com
mailto:david@gfbunting.com


Updated: 4/10/2017 8:41 AM 

 

I should attend this session if I am interested in: movies, film, animation, finance, accounting, 
numbers, writing, current events, social media, journalism, TV, communications, telling stories, the arts, 
public speaking, asking good questions 
 

10. The Doctors 

After ten years in the field of emergency medicine at both Stanford University and Bay Area hospitals, 
Conrad Lai founded JumpstartMD, a scientifically-based Bay Area weight loss and wellness company.  
An avid entrepreneur, he recently launched another start-up company, Nearby.  Conrad attended the 
University of California at Berkeley, the School of Medicine at the University of California, San 
Francisco, and after extensive international travel, he completed his residency training in Emergency 
Medicine at Stanford University. 

As a Pulmonary and Critical Care Physician with BASS Medical Group in Walnut Creek, Kristina Kramer 
practices pulmonary (lung conditions and diseases) medicine in a private practice setting and sees 
hospitalized patients with acute illnesses and is also the Medical Director of the Intensive Care Unit at 
John Muir, Walnut Creek. She attended Vassar College, the Medical College of Pennsylvania in 
Philadelphia and did her residency at Brown Medical School.  Kristina is also an avid singer, and enjoys 
weekly voice lessons, in which she concentrates on classical music and show tunes. 
 
I should attend this session if I am interested in: science, health and fitness, helping others, the human 
anatomy, problem solving, becoming a doctor, medicine, research  
 

11. The Sports Marketing Expert 

As the Chief Marketing Officer of the Pac-12 Conference, Danette Leighton develops and implements 
the branding, marketing, and communications programs for the Pac-12, the highly regarded collegiate 
athletic conference with 12 academically well-regarded universities competing in 22 NCAA sports. 
Danette has been part of the sports marketing industry since graduating from the University of Arizona 
and spent almost a decade overseeing marketing for the NBA’s Sacramento Kings and business 
operations for the WNBA’s Sacramento Monarchs.   

I should attend this session if I am interested in: sports, athletics, competition, promotions and 
advertising, convincing others to do things, communications, writing, TV, sales, team work, problem 
solving, education, public speaking 
 

12. The Lawyer 
 

As the Principal and Litigation Manager of the San Francisco law office of Jackson Lewis P.C., Lisa 
Barnett Sween represents employers in all aspects of employment law and litigation, including state 
and federal employment harassment and discrimination litigation, wrongful discharge litigation, and 
wage litigation.  She attended UC Berkeley and the University of San Francisco School of Law. 
 
I should attend this session if I am interested in: the law, negotiating, reading, writing, problem 
solving, team work, helping others, public speaking, debate 
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